
  
 

Brexit implications for UK Nationals residing in the Republic of 
Ireland 

Introduction 

On the 31st of January 2020, the United Kingdom left the European Union. The British government has 
negotiated a withdrawal agreement with the EU that will maintain the rights of British citizens in other EU 
countries (and of EU citizens in the UK) until the end of 2020, and this came into effect on 1 February 2020. 

The period from 1 February 2020 to 31 December 2020 is known as the transition period. 

The withdrawal agreement gives British citizens and their families the same right to live, work, claim 
benefits, and access healthcare in the EU during the transition period as before. 

British citizens have the additional protection of the Common Travel Area between the Republic of Ireland 
(“Ireland”) and the UK. The British and Irish governments have agreed that the provisions of this agreement 
will continue after the UK leaves the EU. 

Rights of UK citizens in Ireland after 31 January 2020  

A British citizen living in Ireland will have many of the same rights and entitlements as an Irish citizen. British 
citizens can: 

 Enter Ireland without a visa 
 Travel between the UK and Ireland 
 Work without an employment permit 
 Access the public healthcare system 
 Vote in general elections 

These rights are based on a series of bilateral agreements between Ireland and the UK that started in 1922. 
In May 2019, the Irish and British governments reaffirmed their commitment to maintaining the Common 
Travel Area. The Common Travel Area is separate from EU law and continues to apply since the UK left the 
EU on 31 January 2020. 

 

Non-EEA Family  

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/sites/beta-political/files/consolidated_withdrawal_agreement.pdf
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/government_in_ireland/ireland_and_the_uk/common_travel_area_between_ireland_and_the_uk.en.html
https://ptfs-oireachtas.s3.amazonaws.com/DriveH/AWData/Library3/EASPdoclaid07022019_095636.pdf
https://www.dfa.ie/media/dfa/eu/brexit/brexitandyou/Joint-Statement-CTA.pdf
https://www.dfa.ie/media/dfa/eu/brexit/brexitandyou/Joint-Statement-CTA.pdf
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During the transition period, non-EEA family members of UK citizens have the same right to live and work 
in Ireland as before 31 January 2020. 

If an individual is resident in Ireland and based on the EU Treaty Rights of a UK citizen (this means the 
individual will have a Stamp 4 EU FAM), or an application pending, the Immigration Services Division has 
confirmed that the UK will continue to be treated the same as an EU country until the end of the transition 
period (end of 2020). 

Under the Withdrawal Agreement UK citizens and their families, who are living legally in an EU country 
(including Ireland) before the end of the transition period, will be able to continue to live in that country 
after 31 December 2020. 

UK citizens and health services in Ireland  

UK citizens who are resident in Ireland are entitled to health services in the same way as resident Irish 
citizens. This means that they may avail of public health services if they are “ordinarily resident”. This is an 
agreement between Ireland and the UK and will not change with the UK’s departure from the European 
Union. 

The Department of Health has confirmed that visitors to Ireland from the UK will also be covered for 
healthcare during and after the transition period. 

Social welfare payments in Ireland 

UK citizens living in Ireland are eligible to apply for social welfare payments in the same way as Irish citizens 
living in Ireland. 

With all social welfare payments in Ireland, an individual must satisfy the rules for each scheme to qualify. 
For example, habitually resident in Ireland to be eligible for most means-tested social welfare payments. 

UK driving licence  

An individual can continue to use the UK driving licence to drive in Ireland during the transition period, 
which ends on 31 December 2020. 

After this time, the status of UK licences in Ireland will depend on future agreements. The National Driver 
Licencing Service (NDLS) recommends that a UK licence is exchanged before the end of 2020. 

http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/information-notice-for-non-EEA-family-members-of-british-citizens-who-are-residing-in-ireland
http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/information-notice-for-non-EEA-family-members-of-british-citizens-who-are-residing-in-ireland
https://www.citizensinformation.ie/health/health_system/entitlement_to_public_health_services.en.html
https://www.gov.ie/en/policy-information/b42e94-health-and-brexit/?referrer=/brexit-contingency-and-preparedness-update/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/en/social_welfare/social_welfare_payments/
https://ndls.ie/images/FAQ_on_Brexit_and_Driving_Licences.pdf

