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UK
The result of the British General Election has provided some stability 
to the tax regime in the UK, with the Prime Minister David Cameron 
assuring that his party will introduce legislation to prevent any rises in 
income tax rates, VAT or national insurance before 2020.

There has been no confirmation that the scope of VAT won’t be 
broadened however.  The UK has a larger ‘zero rate’ schedule 
than many other member states, and it would be possible for the 
removal of the zero rate from some supplies. This would provide the 
Exchequer with much needed revenue.

Italy 
From 01 April 2015, three months after the deadline set by the EU, 
Italy has adopted the 2015 digital services B2C VAT changes.

In February, any foreign trader should only show on invoices issued 
to Italian traders only the VAT number issued by the ‘country of 
origin’. The change will mainly affect trade undertaken in Italy.  

EU 
Elsewhere across the EU the MOSS (Mini-One-Stop-Shop) scheme 
is in full flow, but there are concerns over the traders signing up. It 
seems that the scheme is being used by smaller traders, increasing 
their administrative burden, and not being taken up by nearly 
as many traders as previously anticipated. Due to the increased 
burden, the current system is going to be reviewed by the European 
Commission.

Malta 
The authorities have published guidelines regarding the definition 
of electronic services.  It is crucial to determine whether the new 
B2C VAT regime should apply to certain services, or whether the 
transaction should come under the standard rules.

This document has been prepared as a general guide. Whilst every care has been taken in its preparation, Animo cannot 
accept any responsibility for any person relying on this publication. Professional advice should be taken before undertaking 
transactions and Animo will be pleased to provide such advice where appropriate.2
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